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A real congrats
for graduates,
good Samaritan

" Bl Edward Elgar’s “Pen’lp and ercumstance has
been played atgraduatlon ceremen les for about as
long asanyolie can remember,

':, “They just play itever and overand overuntllev- )

I eryone marches In.
.Iwenttoa graduatlon last weekend thatmay nnt
" have hadalot of pornp, butthe circumstance was fe-

ally good.

Itwas the graduation for Cha]lenged Chlld and
" Friends, the wonderful preschool that has helped so
_maay children who face Incredible obstatles In life .-
" because ofphyslcal or developmental challe nges :
. with which they were born, | .

. The childrenare In the progtam un[ll they tum ﬁ

L"‘Then they go to public schools,

Last Sunday, they held thelr commencement at ’
" Grace Eplscopal Church. Each child, dressed ina

. purple cap and gown, got their own meme'ntes' they

- individually made their way down jhe center alsle of
.- the church. )

Some walked, some marched seme were pushed
. -Inwheelchairs and some were camed in the arms
. of ateacher. There were children who3 were trans—
". fixed by the high catliedral celling; dthers were info -
", thevarious patterns on the carpel. One lad waved af
* someone oy every aisle and stopped in hls tracks and_ )
shrucka pese!f hespotted a caniera. . -

" Thiswastheir moment. Thankstothe marve]s of )
" electronic recording, they got a fresh rendiion ui
. "Pomp&nd Circumstance” every fime astudent Wwas
"Intreduced. T don’t know how many of theinreally -

‘undérstood the whole Idea of graduation, but there
wasrow after row of proud family members whu
took itallin,

© Iknowthatsome of them have. cha]lenges lhat :

. ‘make the likellhood of Hving untli high'school gradu-
..allonvery unlikely. This may be the only graduatlon
* they ever have.
 Iwalked away witha sense of grahlude to their

“teachersandadrlration for theparents; Wsnotthe

“storybouk Verslon of parenthood that they hoped for, -
but there was a lot of love for some beautlful chlldren
Inthat beautifut place. - ’



